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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim 40. is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being Indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

As to claim 40, "pipe a support " (lines 2-3 from last) is confusing. Where does 
the pipe end and the support begin? 

Claim 37 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Jenkins et al '800. 

Jenkins teaches (Figures 3, 4A, 4B) a system, including: means for attaching a 
tow line 51 (See "drawstring 51 attached to nose 52", col. 4, lines 62-63); means for 
sealing (i.e. the surface of element 162 that faces the interior of the pipe when element 
162 is being deflected by the pipe as the element is being pulled by line 51) against the 
inside wall of a pipe coupled to the attaching means, the sealing means including a 
conical section having a small diameter end (within notch 169) that's attached to the 
attaching means, and a large diameter end, both ends of which are apparent when the 
means for sealing is deflected by either the pipe as the line 51 is being pulled; means 
for supporting the large diameter end (i.e. the bulk of element 162 that is below the 
exterior surface that faces the interior of the pipe, and which bulk both supports the 
large diameter end), the supporting means being coupled to the inside portion of the 
large diameter end so that the large diameter end substantially seals against the inside 



Application/Control Number: 10/616,890 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2856 

wall of the pipe; and means for centering 166 the sealing means within the pipe. The 
seal Is constructed of "silicon rubber" (coL 5, line 19). 

. Claim 37,40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Biggerstaff. 

As to claim 37, Biggerstaff teaches (Figure 2) an apparatus, including: means for 
attaching 63 to a tow line 35; means for sealing against a pipe coupled to the attaching 
means, the sealing means including a conical section having small diameter end 
(portion between elements 32 and 36) attached to the attaching means, and a large 
diameter end 33; means for supporting 32,36 the large diameter end, wherein the 
supporting means is coupled to the inside portion of the large diameter end to permit for 
sealing; and means for centering 59 the sealing means within the pipe. 

As to claim 40, Biggerstaff teaches (Figure 2) an apparatus, including: central 
portion including a centralizing portion 40 and a plug portion 59; gasket portion disposed 
about the central portion, the gasket portion sealing against an inside wall of a pipe as it 
is pulled via a tow line 35, the gasket portion having a conical section gasket having a 
small diameter end attached to the central portion, and a large diameter end sealing 
against the inside wall of the pipe; and support 36 coupled to the inside portion of the 
large diameter end so that the large diameter end seals against the inside wall of the 
pipe. 

Claims 36,39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Huber. 
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As to claim 36, Huber teaches (Figures 4A to 4C) an apparatus, including: means 
for attaching (lug 171 on the longitudinal axis) to a first tow line 174 (line on right hand 
side of Figure 4A); means for sealing against the inside wall of a pipe coupled to the 
attaching means, the sealing means including a conical section 172 having a small 
diameter end attached to the means for attaching to a tow line and a large diameter end 
that seals the inside wall of the pipe; fluid on the left hand side of web 134 that applies 
pressure to the sealing element against the channel 142 of seat 113, thus aiding in 
supporting the large diameter end, thus providing a means for supporting the large 
diameter end; and a means 174 (second tow line, to the left of web 134) for breaking 
the seal when pulling opposite the first tow line, wherein the braking means results n the 
release of pressure applied by the fluid on the large diameter end so that the large 
diameter end no longer seals against the inside wall of the pipe. Please note that col. 
10, lines 15-25, states that pulling may be carried out on "either the pressurized or 
unpressurized side of the test baffle" to remove the baffle from the line, consistent with 
the explanation in this paragraph. 

In the alternative, as to claim 36, Huber teaches (Figures 4A to 4C) an 
apparatus, including: means for attaching (lug 171 on the longitudinal axis) to a first tow 
line 174 (line on right hand side of Figure 4A); means for sealing against the inside wall 
of a pipe coupled to the attaching means, the sealing means including a conical section 
172 having a small diameter end attached to the means for attaching to a tow line and a 
large diameter end that seals the inside wall of the pipe; a channel 142 that supports the 
large diameter end, providing a means for supporting the large diameter end; and a 
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means 174 (second tow line, to the left of web 134) for breaking the seal when pulling 
opposite the first tow line, wherein the braking means results in the release of pressure 
applied by the channel on the large diameter end so that the large diameter end no 
longer seals against the inside wall of the pipe. Please note that col. 10, lines 15-25, 
states that pulling may be carried out on "either the pressurized or unpressurized side of 
the test baffle" to remove the baffle from the line, consistent with the explanation in this 
paragraph. 

As to claim 39, Huber teaches (Figures 4A to 4C) an apparatus, including: means 
for attaching (lug 171 on the longitudinal axis) to a first tow line 174 (line on right hand 
side of Figure 4A); means for sealing 134 against the inside wall of a pipe coupled to 
the attaching means; means for supporting 170 the sealing means against surface 115 
as shown in Figure 4A; means for centering the sealing means 132 and/or 142 
and/orl 15 within the pipe; and means (second tow line 174) for breaking the seal when 
pulling the supporting means opposite to the first tow line. Please note that coL 10, 
lines 15-25, states that pulling may be carried out on "either the pressurized or 
unpressurized side of the test baffle" to remove the baffle from the line, consistent with 
the explanation in this paragraph. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert R. Raevis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2204. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7am to 4pm. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



